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to educational influences which may affect the minds of
judges as well as laymen:

OTTUMWA, IOWA,
April 28, 1903.

"I have just received a telegram to the effect that the
Franchise Tax Law in New York has been declared consti-
tutional by the Supreme Court. This was something very
near my heart for I felt that the Franchise Tax Law was the
most definite and important contribution to decent and in-
telligent government made by me while I was Governor.
I am, therefore, very much pleased with the news. I write
you because I think that the reflex action of what you have
done during the past year and a quarter is in no small de-
gree responsible for the decision. The courts can be edu-
cated just as the public can be educated, and the suits you
have carried on and the decisions you have secured in the
United States Courts have had, I am convinced, a very pro-
found effect elsewhere. Unless I am greatly mistaken one
of the places where this effect is visible is this Franchise
Tax decision."